Types of Motivators

· An anecdote: a brief incident that relates to the theme of the essay

· A startling fact or opinion: a piece of information that will get your reader's attention.  This could be a statement or even a statistic like a percentage.

· A rhetorical question: a meaningful, unanswerable question that gets the reader thinking about your topic.

· A quotation: someone else's words that relate to the topic (properly cited, of course!)

· A description: a brief description of a scene, person, or object that appeals to the reader's senses.

Sample Intro. Paragraph:
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Surviving The Hunger Games


Imagine a world in which the United States no longer exists and the country is divided into districts forced to complete to bring food and supplies to its citizens.  This is the world described in Suzanne Collins’ post-apocalyptic novel The Hunger Games.  Set in the near future, ​The Hunger Games follows sixteen year old Katniss Everdeen as she volunteers to complete in the Hunger Games – a gladatorial event in which 24 tributes from the 12 districts battle to the death on live television.  Throughout her ordeal, Katniss must fight not only her other competitors, but the . . .
_______________________________________________________________________________

The sentence in red above is a strong motivator.  It is a description of a scene, event, or condition found in the novel, and it uses strong details to interest the reader in both the novel and the essay.

Here are examples of the other types of motivators, used in the same essay:

Startling Fact-
According to a recent study published in the “Television Times,” 3 out of 4 American TV viewers between 12 to 17 years old watch reality television.  In Suzanne Collins’ post-apocalyptic novel The Hunger Games, watching violent reality TV is not only mandatory, it is part of the population’s patriotic duty.  Set in the near future, ​The Hunger Games follows . . . 

Rhetorical Question-
What could possibly happened to America that it forces its teenaged citizens to battle each other to death on live television?  This is the world described in Suzanne Collins’ post-apocalyptic novel The Hunger Games.  Set in the near future, ​The Hunger Games follows . . .

A Quotation-
An anonymous writer stated that “By the age of six the average child will have completed the basic American education.... From television, the child will have learned how to pick a lock, commit a fairly elaborate bank holdup, prevent wetness all day long, get the laundry twice as white, and kill people with a variety of sophisticated armaments.  This cynical view is furthered by the world described in Suzanne Collins’ post-apocalyptic novel The Hunger Games.  Set in the near future, ​The Hunger Games follows . . .
