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Study Guide

1) Narrator and former New York Governor Mario Cuomo states, "Those who do not learn their history are doomed to repeat it." What does this saying mean? 

2) How did the Great Depression "democratize" American society? 

3) A new fad known as marathon dancing became popular during the Great Depression. How was this fad both a form of cheap entertainment and a source of income for unemployed entertainers? 

4) FDR was a member of the country's elite and moneyed class. When he became president, members of his class accused him of being a traitor. Why? 

5) Why was there so much migration during the Great Depression? 

6) Many men "took to the rails" during the Great Depression. How were these hobos a type of economic indicator?  

7) How did the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) alleviate some of the distress of the Great Depression? 

