Outlining Romeo and Juliet, Acts II and III

I.  Act II


A.  Prologue- see HW for translation.


1.  Romeo’s love for Rosaline is dead, replaced with love for Juliet



2.  Juliet is unable to see him easily



3.  The difficulties they face make their love that much sweeter


B.  Scene 1- Later that same night.  Outside the wall that surrounds the Capulet Orchard



1.  Romeo cannot leave because his “heart” is here (i.e. Juliet) and climbs the wall to the 


     Capulet’s orchard



2.  Mercutio and Benvolio do not know he is in love with Juliet, and tease him about Rosaline 


     (dramatic irony!) 


C.  Scene 2- Immediately following the previous scene.  Capulet’s orchard.



1.  Romeo sees Juliet at her balcony (“what light through yonder window breaks”) and listens as 


     he talks about her love for a “loathed enemy”



2.  Juliet speaks to herself about Romeo being a Montague (“That which we call a rose by any 


     other word would smell as sweet”)



3.  Juliet tells Romeo that if he is serious about her, he should send a messenger the next day to 


     tell her when they will be married (!)


D.  Scene 3- Early the next morning (i.e., Monday).  Friar Lawrence’s cell


1.  The Friar states the similarities between plants and people- both have the potential for good     

   

     and evil in them



2.  Also, Friar states there is nothing so good that cannot be misused, and nothing so bad that it 


     can’t be put to good use



3.  Romeo arrives, Friar worries he has spent the night with Rosaline.



4.  Romeo asks Friar to wed him to Juliet; Friar protests, but then agrees, because even though 


     this violates his advice about going slow, it will unite the two feuding families. (see #2 above)

E.  Scene 4- 9 in the morning.  A street in Verona.



1.  Benvolio and Mercutio await Romeo; they note a letter has arrived from Tybalt challenging R 

     to a fight  (T defending Capulet honor)



2.  Romeo enters, he and Mercutio joke around; Mercutio glad Romeo is himself again (“Why, is 

     not this better now than groaning for love?)



3.  The nurse arrives, is teased by Mercutio, and learns of Romeo’s wedding plans



4.  Romeo tells nurse he will give her a rope ladder


F.  Scene 5- Later that day (noon?) Capulet’s orchard.



1.  Juliet impatiently awaits news from Nurse



2.  Nurse teases J by not immediately telling; then, relates plan


G.  Scene 6- Later that afternoon.  Friar Lawrence’s cell.



1.  Friar warns R to love moderately, as loving quickly is dangerous (foreshadowing)


2.  Friar takes R and J offstage to marry (why ironic?)

II.  Act III


A.  Scene 1- The same afternoon.  A street in Verona



1.  Tybalt arrives looking for Romeo; Mercutio teases him



2.  Romeo arrives, refuses to fight (he is now related to T.)



3.  Mercutio fights T defending Romeo’s honor (thinks he is afraid)



4.  Romeo tries to stop fight, M. is killed under R’s arm



5.  Romeo kills T in revenge (saying his love for J has made him “effeminate”



6.  The Prince arrives, Benvolio reports, and Romeo is banished


B.  Scene 2- Later that day.  Capulet’s orchard



1.  Juliet is wishing the day would go by (Phaeton allusion) and is nervous about the coming 


      night (her wedding night)



2.  Nurse arrives, tells Juliet about Tybalt’s death, and J misunderstands.



3.  Juliet learns R is banished, says it is far worse than death (why?)



4.  J yells at N for criticizing R



5.  Nurse goes to Friar’s cell to get R


C.  Scene 3- Later.  Friar’s cell.



1.  Romeo hides, weeping over banishment



2.  Friar tries to reason with him:  “There art thou happy”:




a. Juliet is alive 




b.  you killed T. before he could kill you




c.  you should have been put to death, but are now only banished


3.  Nurse arrives, Romeo will see Juliet before he goes to Mantua


D.  Scene 4- Late that night.  A room in Capulet’s house.



1.  Paris is back; he is there to woo Juliet


2.  Why is Capulet now eager to have her married?



a.  it will end her depression




b.  it will cause the Capulets to regain power (T murdered Prince’s cousin)

E.  Scene 5- Later that night, just before daybreak.  Capulet’s orchard, and above, 
Juliet’s balcony.



1.  Romeo needs to leave for Mantua or he will be killed



a.  Lark- singing symbolizes day and death




b.  Nightingale- singing symbolizes nighttime and safety.



2.  Juliet first says she heard the nightingale because she wants R to stay


3.  R says it was the lark; they then change their opinion



4.  R leaves, J worries she will never see him again (foreshadowing)



5.  Lady and Lord C want J to marry Paris; she refuses




a.  Lord C threatens to disown her




b.  Lady C says she wishes J were “married to her grave”




c.  Nurse advises J to marry again and forget about her love for R



6.  Juliet departs for the Friar’s for advice; her back up plan is suicide.

