Lessons Learned in Homer’s Odyssey

	Adventure
	Obstacle/Challenge
	Lesson

	1.  The Cicones
	Maintain sobriety, obedience
	Listen to your leader

	2.  The Lotus Eaters
	Lotus-> forgetting your goal
	Don’t lose sight of home

	3.  The Cyclops
	Cyclops and the cave
	*Don’t have HUBRIS

*Control your anger

*Brains over brawn

*Sometimes, discretion is the better part of valor (better safe than sorry)

	4.  Aeolus and the Bag . . .
	Curiosity, GREED
	Listen to your leader

	5.  The Laestrygonians
	The Laestrygonians
	*Be aware of your surroundings

*Listen to your instincts

	6.  Circe
	Her magic, their gluttony
	Don’t be a pig!

	6a.  The Underworld
	Odysseus confronted with his own mortality


	Agamemnon- don’t trust your wife (all women?!); test her.

Achilles- it is better to be a servant on Earth than a king in Hades.



	7.  The Sirens
	Sirens’ song -> temptation; the thorn of the rose
	Resist temptation

(stay focused)

	8.  Scylla and Charybdis
	Scylla->monster- dog’s heads, serpent’s tail

Charybdis-> whirlpool
Pick between two deadly/difficult choices; sacrifice!
	You are sometimes forced to make difficult decisions.
(the needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few)

	9.  The Cattle of the Sun God
	Temptation, starvation, keeping an oath (obedience)

	Obey leader, respect gods

	10.  Calypso
	The temptation of immortality vs. a mortal life with the woman he loves
	Love is stronger than death, etc.


