Name:_____________________________________              Date:_____   Period:______

Exercises in Irony II

Directions:  Write V for each instance of verbal irony, D for each instance of dramatic irony, and S for each occurrence of situational irony.

_____  Water, water, every where,
And all the boards did shrink ; 
Water, water, every where, 
Nor any drop to drink- “Rime of the Ancient Mariner”

_____
Oedipus searches to find the murderer of the former king of Thebes, only to discover that it is himself, which is known to the audience

_____ Macbeth plans the murder of Duncan whilst feigning loyalty. Duncan does not  know of Macbeth’s plans but the audience does.

_____
Othello blames Desdemona for cuckolding him but the audience knows that he is being deceived by Iago.

_____
Mother comes into the TV room and discovers her 11-year-old watching South Park instead of doing his homework, as he was set to a dozen minutes ago.  Pointing to the screen she says, "Don't let me tempt you from your duties, kiddo, but when you're finished with your serious studies there, maybe we could take some time out for recreation and do a little math."

_____
Oedipus tells Creon that a man is a fool if he thinks that he can sin against his kinfolk and escape the wrath of the gods- the audience knows Oedipus has killed his father and knows how the gods will repay him! 

_____
A person steps in big puddle of water by mistake, and his/her friend smiles kindly, starts to help his friend up and remarks, "well now, don't you have all the luck!"

_____
Bill Gates wins a contest in which the prize is a free computer.

_____ A movie begins- It is night time and two young boys laying in a field in the 1930's. Their lives are affected by the Great Depression and they are talking about escaping from it all.  Joey says, "Dream on, Bobbie. We'll never live long enough to see men walk on the moon!"
_____
"Come, I said, with decision, we will go back; your health is precious. You are rich, respected, admired, beloved; you are happy as once I was. You are a man to be missed. For me it is no matter. We will go back; you will be ill, and I cannot be responsible" (from “The Cask of Amontillado”)

“There's nothing ironic about being stuck in a traffic jam when you're late for something. Unless you're a town planner. If you were a town planner and you were on your way to a seminar of town planners at which you were giving a talk on how you solved the problem of traffic congestion in your area, couldn't get to it because you were stuck in a traffic jam, that'd be well ironic.  Rain on your wedding day is ironic only if marrying a weatherman and he set the date.  A no-smoking sign on your cigarette break, that's inconsiderate office management. A no-smoking sign in a cigarette factory - irony." comedian Ed Byrne
