The Odyssey, Study Guide # 5				Name:  ____________________
Part II: Circe, the Grace of the Witch			Due:  _____________________
	(p. 1224)
					
1. Who is Aeolus and what does he do to help Odysseus and his men? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. With Ithaca in sight, what happens to Odysseus, what do his men do, and what happens as a result?  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


3. What theme or lesson is taught by the Odyssey by the crew’s actions in this misadventure?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. Who are the Laestrygones? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. According to Odysseus’ narration, upon reaching their island, he sees
	… a curious bay with mountain walls of stone / to left and right, and reaching
	far inland, / a narrow entrance opening from the sea / where cliffs converged as
	though to touch and close. / All of my squadron sheltered here, inside / the cavern
	of this bay/ … My own black ship I chose to moor alone / on the sea side, using  a
	rock for [an anchor point]

Once the tribe of Laestrygones is alerted, they attack the clustered ships; the crews are “speared like fish and bor[ne] away” to be eaten.  Odysseus is able to draw his sword and cut his own ship free.  What appears to be the general lesson derived from this adventure?
_________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. After the Laestrygonians, what remains of the original fleet of 12 ships?  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. Who lives on the island of Aeaea and what does she do to Odysseus’s men?  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

8. Describe Circe’s home.  Who else resides there and how does she control them?  How do they behave?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________


9.  Why was Eurylochus hesitant to go in to greet Circe?  What did he fear?      Explain.  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

10. What happened during the meal that Circe served  Odysseus’ men?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
 
11. Who helps Odysseus save his men?  How?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

12. What lesson or lessons can be learned from this adventure?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

13. In the original text of the Odyssey, (not the bowdlerized textbook version!) Odysseus has no choice but to first threaten Circe’s life and then go to bed with her to force her to break the spell cast upon his men.  Additionally, as Odysseus himself explains, “ … day by day, we lingered, feasting long / on roasts, and wine, until a year grew fat,” until a crewmate reminds him of their goal.  Why do you think the textbook has altered this part of Odysseus’ journey?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

14. What must Odysseus hear at the Land of the Dead?  Who will he hear it from?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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