The Odyssey, SG # 3





Name:  ____________________

New Coasts and Poseidon’s Son



Date:  _____________________


(p. 1212-1210)

1.  Who is Odysseus’ host once he arrives on the island of Scheria (also called Phaecia)?

2.  What epithet does Odysseus use when introducing himself to the king?

3.  Besides Calypso, who does Odysseus say has detained him?

4.  What important theme (remember the RIACDO list) is hinted at in lines 24-26?

5.  What was Odysseus and his fleet’s first destination upon leaving Troy?

6.  In Book 9, Odysseus describes the raid on the Cicones thusly:


Plunder we took, and we enslaved the women, / to make division, equal shares to all- / but on 
the spot I told them: ‘Back and quickly! / Out to sea again!’ My Men were mutinous, / fools, on 
stores of wine,  Sheep after sheep / they butchered by the surf, and shambling cattle, / while 
fugitives went inland, running / to call to arms the main force of the Cicones

As a result, the army of the Cicones has time to muster and counterattack, killing 72 of the Greeks.  What lesson or theme of the Odyssey is clearly expressed here?

7.  Who lives in the next land Odysseus visits, and what do they offer the men sent to meet them?
8.  Why is the substance offered to the crew dangerous to them and their journey?

9.  How does Odysseus overcome this obstacle? (ll. 48-52)

10.  Which theme(s) of the Odyssey is/are exemplified in this minor adventure?

11.  Who or what are the Cyclopes (“cyclopeeze”)? 

12.  According to Odysseus, what 6 things DON’T the Cyclopes have or do? (lines 56-67):

a. ___________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________

d. ___________________________________________________________

e. ___________________________________________________________

f. ___________________________________________________________

13.  What do Odysseus and his men see as they got “nearer to the mainland”? 

14.  Odysseus compares the Cyclops to a ________________________ (line 92). What figure of 
speech is this?  

15.  How many Cyclopes sleep in each cave? 

16.  How many men does Odysseus take ashore with him?  
17.  What does Odysseus bring with him, and where did he get it? (ll. 96-111)

18.  Where is the Cyclops when Odysseus and his men reach his cave? 

19. What do Odysseus’ men plead with him to do? (ll. 126-128)  

20. Why does Odysseus refuse? 
21.  What do you think Odysseus’ words and tone of voice in lines 129-132 foreshadows? 
