The Odyssey SG # 2



Name:  ____________________

Part I:  A Goddess Intervenes. . .

Date:  _____________________


 (p. 1204-1209)

Book 1: A Goddess Intervenes
1.  The first 17 lines constitute the epic’s invocation.  List its two purposes
a. __________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________

2. According to the narrator, what occurs to “the wanderer” after he leaves Troy? (lines 3-5)  ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________.

3. What is Odysseus’ chief goal? _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________.

4.  What did his men do that led to their deaths? (ll. 12-13)  _________________

      _____________________________________________________________.

5.  For how long has Odysseus been wandering on the seas? ______________. 
      to Odysseus’ wife and son while he has been gone?    
6.  What has been occurring on Ithaca during Odysseus’ absence? ___________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________.
7. What two goals do the suitors have? _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________.

Book 5: Calypso, the Sweet Nymph (the italicized book text summarizes events of the Odyssey the text has omitted.
8.  How long has Odysseus been held captive by Calypso? _________________

9.  By what epithet is Hermes called? __________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________.
10.  Summarize the epic simile in lines 9-12. _____________________________
________________________________________________________________.
11.  Where is Odysseus when Hermes visits Calypso, and what is he doing?
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________.
12.  Why has Hermes come to see Calypso? 

_______________________________________________________________.
13. Where does Odysseus spend his nights, and where does he spend his days? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
14. What does Calypso feed on? _____________________________________.
15. By what epithet is Odysseus called? (l. 69) ___________________________
________________________________________________________________.
16. At lines 75-79, what emotion might Calypso be feeling, and why is she experiencing it? ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________.

17. Paraphrase Odysseus’ answer at lines 81-86._________________________
________________________________________________________________.

18. Based on the answer to question 16, why do you think the text refers to Odysseus as “the master strategist” at line 80? ___________________________
________________________________________________________________.

19. By what means does Odysseus leave Calypso’s island (called Ogygia), and how long does it take him to reach Scheria? _____________________________
________________________________________________________________.

20.  What occurs to Odysseus once he swims the final distance to Scheria?

________________________________________________________________.

________________________________________________________________.


